Solution to the Dorabella Cipher

Notes on the key used for encryption

Elgar used the key

Lady Penny, writing in code is such busy work!

Omitting spaces and using upper case, this is

LADYPENNYWRITINGINCODEISSUCHBUSYWORK

But there are only 24 symbols.  Given that the symbols come in groups of 8, corresponding to 1, 2, or 3 semicircles, the first group could indeed be ‘LADYPENW’, but this is ugly.  I must confess that I would have done exactly what Elgar did, because it is beautiful:

LADPENNY

which plays on the sound of the D.  There are two N’s already, so delete the remaining two Ns, and then delete every letter that’s repeated, starting at the end and working back (this is the absolutely natural way to do it, if you think about it), until you get 24 characters:

LADPENNY WRITIGIC OSUHBYWK

which is exactly what we have.
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